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with the early dawn, either for the renewal of their
daily labour or to return to their own houses*

Qtds non malarum quas amor cnras liabet
Hsee inter obliviscitror?

Doubtless there can scarcely be a more enjoyable
life than that of a successful and healthy indigo-planter.
But there must be at times a darker side to the picture.
Illness may break out suddenly, and before any skilled
medical aid can arrive the hand of death may have
robbed the household of one of its darlings. We all
know with what fearful rapidity cholera seizes on its
victims, and when once cholera has marked a house
it is seldom content with only one victim. Some of
the numerous domestic servants are almost sure to
take alarm, and to frighten themselves into the belief
that they must die. It is an anxious and awful time.
Nor are other minor dangers and alarms wanting.
In some factories it is almost impossible to keep cobras
and other dangerous snakes from coming into the
house; and many a parent has found a deadly cobra
in painful proximity to the pillow of a child sleeping
happily unconscious of its danger, but liable to put
itself in peril by the slightest movement. Or, whilst
the master is still out on his morning rounds, the
affrighted servants rush to their mistress with the
news that a mad dog or a mad jackal is running about
the garden, and has attacked and scared the gardeners.
But it is useless to multiply instances. Fortunately,
the larger animals of prey are no longer to be found